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1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

1.1 The purpose of the report is to advise Members of the outcome of the 
recent publication of a statutory notice in respect of a proposal to close 
Cwmaman Infants’ and Glynhafod Junior Schools and transfer their 
pupils to a new Primary school that will be created for the community, 
subject to parental preference, in September, 2018. It is proposed that 
the new school will be constructed on a currently vacant site at 
Glanaman Road, Cwmaman (the site of the former Fforchaman 
Colliery).

2. RECOMMENDATIONS

It is recommended that the Cabinet:

2.1 Note that no objections, or comments were received in response to the 
publication of the statutory notice to progress this proposal;

2.2 Agree to implement the proposal to close Cwmaman Infants’ and 
Glynhafod Junior Schools and open a new Community Primary School 
for Cwmaman in a new school building that will be constructed for this 
purpose. The new school will open on 1st September 2018. 

2.3 Note that a separate report on funding arrangements will be submitted 
to full Council in due course.



3 REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS

3.1 To implement the proposal in accordance with the process outlined in 
Welsh Government legislative guidance (the School Organisation 
Code).

4. BACKGROUND

4.1   Members will recall that, at the meeting of Cabinet held on 23rd June 
2016, approval was given to publish a statutory notice to progress the 
proposal to close Cwmaman Infants’ and Glynhafod Junior Schools, 
and transfer education provision to a new Primary school to serve the 
catchment area, that will be constructed for this purpose, by 
September, 2018. It is proposed that the  school be constructed on the 
site of the former Fforchaman Colliery at Glanaman Road, Cwmaman,   
subject to the satisfactory outcome of statutory investigations and the 
relevant planning consents.

5 EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY IMPLICATIONS

5.1 Equality and Community Impact Assessments were prepared in 
respect of this proposal and were published on the Council’s website 
together with the consultation document that outlined the proposal in 
detail. Copies of both reports have been provided to Cabinet 
previously.

6 CONSULTATION 

6.1 The consultation process in respect of this proposal was undertaken 
under the arrangements outlined in the Welsh Government’s School 
Organisation Code, which was introduced on 1st October 2013. 
Consultation took place between 1st March 2016 and 29th April 2016 
and full details of this process was published in a Consultation Report, 
which was presented at the meeting of Cabinet held on 23rd June 2016 
and subsequently published on the Council website.

7. THE STATUTORY PROCESS

7.1 The statutory notice for this proposal was published on 2nd September 
2016 and a 28 day period, to 29th September 2016 was allowed for 
the receipt of objections, in line with legislation. No objections were 
received.

7.2 The fact that no objections were received now removes the 
requirement to publish an objections report. The Council must, 



however publish a Decision Notice that formally outlines the reasons 
for implementation of this proposal; a copy of this Decision Notice is
attached as Appendix A.

8. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

8.1 This proposal to create one primary school for Cwmaman will realise 
annual revenue savings of £162,000. In creating one school, 
redundancy costs may arise, as the number of staff required in the new 
school may be less than for the separate schools. The Council seeks 
to minimise this cost by redeploying displaced members of staff 
wherever possible. Therefore, it is not possible at this point in the 
process to identify any possible redundancy costs.

8.2 A new school building will be required to provide the accommodation 
and facilities for the new primary school. It is estimated that the cost of 
this work will be approximately £7.2m and will be funded by the 21st 
Century Schools Programme, which includes a 50% contribution from 
Welsh Government. The Council’s 50% share of the capital costs will 
be met through Prudential borrowing, funded by the revenue savings 
generated from closing the two schools.

8.3 A full business case in respect of this funding has been submitted to 
Welsh Government and we anticipate formal approval of this in 
November 2016. A separate report on the funding arrangements will be 
submitted to full Council in due course.

 

9 LINKS TO THE COUNCILS CORPORATE PLAN / OTHER 
CORPORATE PRIORITIES/ SIP.

9.1 This particular proposal forms part of the larger school reorganisation 
proposals that form our 21st Century Schools Programme for Rhondda 
Cynon Taf.

10 CONCLUSION

10.1 Members are asked to formally approve the proposal as consulted 
upon and agree to close Cwmaman Infants’ and Glynhafod Junior 
Schools, creating the new Community Primary School for Cwmaman, 
to open on 1st September 2018.



Other Information:-

Relevant Scrutiny Committee: Children and Young People

Background Papers

The background papers included as appendices to the report are:

 Decision Notice

Contact Officer

Julie Hadley, School Organisation Manager
01443 744227



LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972

AS AMENDED BY

THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) ACT 1985

RHONDDA CYNON TAF COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET

2ND NOVEMBER 2016

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION AND LIFELONG 
LEARNING IN DISCUSSION WITH THE RELEVANT PORTFOLIO HOLDER, 
COUNCILLOR E HANAGAN

Item:  

Background Papers


